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om the President

You are cordially invited to "The 7th Bernard Wonkil Lee International Forum for Catholic Humanism.' This
Forum, since its beginning in 2011, has invited both domestic and international prominent figures and
leading representatives to share ideas and experiences of Catholic humanism. The theme of this year’s forum
is "Trust and Forgiveness: A Commitment to the Protection and Restoration of Family Communities."

To discuss the abovementioned theme in depth, the forum is divided into four sessions. "The Bernard Wonkil
Lee Catholic Humanism Award" is held in session I. This award, which celebrates its 5th anniversary this year,
was established to spread and promote the spirit of Catholicism in our society. The award is bestowed to
those who lived an honorable life within the boundaries of forum’s annual theme. We have established a
student award prize this year, which adds greater meaning to our forum.

Session Il will present keynote speeches from professors of the University of Santo Tomas in the Philippines,
Fu Jen Catholic University in Taiwan, and Seisen University in Japan.

Session IIl will provide a place for voluntary discussion of Catholic students, to share their novel ideas and
seek for upright perspectives and values.

Finally, in Session IV, a symposium will be held by the Institute of Anthropology to show the presentation and
discussion by domestic scholars who have been studying for extensive periods in the fields that are related
to the forum’s theme.

This forum will lead to a process of rediscovering the significance of family communities as well as seeking
for ways to improve the protection and restoration of family communities. Furthermore, it is expected to be
a valuable opportunity to consider about the ways of restoring families in this modern society where the
position and the role of families are faced with challenges. In addition, the forum will contribute to cultivating
ethical leaders with balance of humanity, intelligence and spirituality that The Catholic University of Korea
pursues. Your participation and support will be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

September, 2017

Fr. Luke Jongchul Won, Ed.D.
President

The Catholic University of Korea
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| Congratulatory Address

+ Praise be to Jesus!

Congratulations on the 7th Bernard Wonkil Lee International Forum for Catholic Humanism. This is my
first time to be here, but I've had an interest in this forum because of my experience of meeting Wonkil
Lee.

In 1988 when | was studying in Austria, | spent about two and a half months of summer vacation in New
York to study English. There, Father Paul Lee who is Wonkil Lee's son and a senior in my seminary invited
me for dinner. It was a brief meeting with Bernard Wonkil Lee, yet | still remember him speaking in a loud
and cheerful voice and giving a strong, yet generous impression. So I'm very pleased to attend the forum

named after him.

The forum began in 2011 to help improve communication and restore a sense of community in our
society. | understand this forum is intended to deal with a social crisis of losing a sense of community as
communication breaks down. Thanks to many people's dedication and support, the forum celebrates its

7th anniversary this year. My thanks to everyone who has worked hard so far.

As it says humans are social animals, we need a community to grow and live as a decent human being. It
is like seeds need soil to germinate, grow, and bear fruits. As the fertile soil allows seeds to grow by leaps

and bounds, the healthy community makes people become a good person.

In healthy communities, community members trust and respect each other. Those without trust is not
healthy despite a huge fortune. Moreover, healthy communities are where people understand and forgive
each other's wrong doings and mistakes. Of course, warning or sanctions are also needed to correct their
wrong dongs if required. But we should forgive them at the same time to give a new opportunity. I'd like
to compare it with farming. For a good harvest, the soil needs to get through a bitterly cold winter to
eliminate bacteria and pests in the ground. However, what needs for seeds to germinate and grow is a

warm spring wind. Similarly, those who did wrong doings need to be warned or appropriately sanctioned

to correct their faults, yet forgiveness is necessary for them to start a new life as well.




slatory Address
N

To make the community healthy, trust and forgiveness should be ensured. But it is very difficult for
Koreans engaged in a rat race to trust and forgive others. Gullible people are considered as a good-
natured person, but they are often manipulated and deceived. To live up to trust and forgiveness, you

may need to get ready to take a little bit of hit.

To fulfill trust and forgiveness in this circumstances, you need to have an unshakable faith, but it does not
happen overnight. We have to learn and teach that trust and forgiveness are true power and important
values that must be maintained from early on. Family is the best place to learn how important trust and
forgiveness are. To make changes to our society, family must be changed first. In this sense, it is great to

decide on a theme of family communities and a subtitle of trust and forgiveness.

| hope this forum speak to the heart of people and provide confidence in trust and forgiveness. And it
finally serves as a momentum to encourage each family to put the ideas of trust and forgiveness into
action, transforming our communities into a healthy society. | wish the blessing of God on all participants!

Thank you.

September 2017
Vicar General Benedictus Hee Song Son
Auxiliary Bishop

Archdiocese of Seoul
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\@I of Bernard Wonkil Lee
alforum for Catholic Humanism

The background of the forum

Matthew Duksun Lee and Mark Dukhyung Lee, Washington D.C. based Korean-Americans, donated to
the Catholic University of Korea for its development in September 2009. The Lee brothers, as successful
businessmen, do not hesitate to name Bernard Wonkil Lee, their father, as the most influential person in
their lives. They recall their father was a man who strived to establish a holy Catholic family in the faith
of God. Bernard Wonkil Lee was a respectable man who led an optimistic life with a proactive way of

thinking, faith in God, trustfulness, and respect for people.

Catholic humanism upheld by Bernard Wonkil Lee is consistent with the founding ideology of our
Catholic University: honesty, love, and service. In other words, the spirits of our university are what he
believed in and the way he lived. In this regard, the Catholic University of Korea decided to form Bernard
Wonkil Lee Fund based on the donation made by Matthew Duksun Lee and Mark Dukhyung Lee and
its consequential profits. And the forum to be hosted by the support of this Fund shall be named the
Bernard Wonkil Lee International Forum for Catholic Humanism (hereafter referred as the BWL Forum).

The forum shall become a venue for instilling the philosophy of Catholic humanism.

The purpose of the forum is to nurture college students equipped with spiritual power, personality, and
intellect in the spirit of Catholicism. It is our hope that this will enhance mutual understanding and bond
members of a community. In turn this will help to uphold the founding ideology of our university and
eventually realize Catholic humanism in society. This forum shall be an international academic event,

inviting renowned speakers from home and abroad.

The BWL Forum will be held every year under the general theme of "Mankind and Community." For
the first 10 years, the directions of the discussions shall be "Formation of Community," "Development
of Community," and "Community and Responsibility." As the forum proceeds, the discussions will be
intensified and the forums will serve as a venue to look into the philosophy of Bernard Wonkil Lee and to

deepen the understanding of Catholic humanism, mankind and community.

SR

o]
\\!

i
N
ﬂ‘\‘

QN

N\




| Bernard Wonkil Lee2| 440}

HIZLI2E O} Z 2 A17|81d(self-sacrifice) 2t A4S HOIH| HIF=(self-giving) &S Attl £0ICH = Of

S W2 A AMID, HIHOID FYHO2 St AZOIRCD, 12D S5 YAHOZLE AU

OflA 7HZ2[0[UCE FALCHE = SN F5t 22 7158 A1YS 7121 AIZ0[UTt. Q= Ol= MarylandF
GaithersburgOilA{ 2001 11& 4 84M|2| LIO|2 2T 05T

= O OIS ghAks =201 AfLL, 2g, 2|10 270 Tisto] M2he tiopct 7+ HA He22E 20| O

— O

A[2t1 O[0F7| SH3A, OHH 2| HI2LIZ2E O] 30f| ti5to] a2t 20| 3105t T

“Ao] oML Ble] A7} ol it 9] AR Sase], H3Hel AL, W, 187 5]
A B Gau 34 4E 25 70 RE Zo)4 B2 BFUT 1k o 1 o)
A o] AVl b Arjgko 2 S7]m AR Bol g4Itk T @A) 7+ SRS 1 71 A
ol theh 74t ERIL 17} AfakA] 25 Aol tistel A= WA shgton], ztow Alst FAle 4
Ao) 2424941 Tk HhE U, AEH A BHGHE AL 27 Sae) st 1%
B AR, AR, outsko] AEjHlo]d, 123 £ ottt 1 4 BE T AEAg oM, B
Q7 A& WS slor], 1eln 2Ee] QTS saayth FolrrkE TE 2T A0S
ek,

I 29] AN B2 ASS olFdsUth e A 5 718 78S wElisynh I Al
7hel 7HEE w3 AR[YE 2
AolA B A & A2 Fte] FEUh 2e S Aegos WAste] 9 7P o] FRlE0
A SEE el FAFUS 2' Y HolaL A5 AL 2 JlgleH, 1
< 52 2 Y310 ol B2 A2 AFE o AU Th 2olAlE 34

£ o] ohzt, o] Al AoIsUH. T 8 & Wil 'olAl F= ae AHdsyth I A

N

1 A& AsiA Hokes B2 AFES e de AMls YT




N\
N
>
%

The Life of Bernard Wonkil Lee

Bernard Wonkil Lee lived a life of self-sacrifice and self-giving. He lived the life of a happy man, he was a
positive thinker, and he was a pioneer in spirit and deeds. Above all else he was a man of deep, unshakable

Catholic faith. He died on November 4, 2001 when he was 84 years old in Gaithersburg, Maryland.

His eldest son, Dr. Matthew Duksun Lee, says whenever he thinks about positive thinking, faith and hope,

what comes to his mind first is his father. He remembers:

“My father was an incurable optimist. His life was the epitome of optimism, positive thinking,
faith and hope. He found happiness in all things, small and large. My father was indeed a happy
man who enjoyed his life on this earth to the fullest. He enjoyed the present. He appreciated what
he had and never complained about what he didn’t have. He was a person of impeccable integrity
and honesty. He was never afraid to speak the truth and express his true feelings. He was a farmer,
a hunter, a very good fisherman, an amateur entertainer and a paramedic among other things. He

was a dreamer, a pioneer, a builder of all things and a leader. But above all else he was a man of

faith.

My father had many accomplishments in his lifetime. He built a strong Catholic family. He built
three Catholic communities. He eliminated illiteracy in our hometown. He fed the hungry. He
created farmland for hundreds of people by converting tidal mud flats into rice paddies. How did
he do all those things? It was possible because my father was an optimist and positive thinker, and

he had faith in God. For him the cup was always half full, not half empty. His whole life was about

faith. It was about sharing and giving. It was for other people not just for himself.
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The Life of Bernard Wonkil Lee

These are the things that I have witnessed and learned from my father. I am very fortunate
that I was born and raised by happy, generous and loving parents. I attribute whatever I have
accomplished to my upbringing, especially to my father. He has instilled in me those priceless
values that are the foundation of my being. I am thankful for the privilege of being my father’s son.
I learned everything from him. He taught me how to become a happy person and remain a happy
person. He taught me how to be a positive thinker and a positive person. He told us to be always

good to others.”

Bernard Wonkil Lee was born in the northern part of Hwanghae-do in 1917 but moved to a small seaside
village called Karinjae in the Yeonan peninsula when he was a teenager with his mother and siblings after
the death of his father who had built schools and taught in various parts of Hwanghae-do. Mr. Lee and his
family had to flee from his hometown during the Korean War and lived in Gyodong-do for three years until

1954.

Mr. Lee and his family moved to Seoul as he could not return to his hometown because it became a part
of North Korea after the Korean War. He lived there until they emigrated to the United States in 1988 to
join his sons, Matthew and Peter. He spent some of his happiest years there. Although he was retired, he
helped his sons’and daughter’s businesses, caring for his grand children but more importantly continuing
his vocation of helping people in any way he could. In his memory, his family has built a convent for the

Little Sisters of the Holy Family on a beautiful location in Potomac, Maryland.

He is survived by his five sons, one daughter, their spouses, and his nineteen grand and great
grandchildren. His son, Fr. Paul Lee, is a priest of the Archdiocese of Washington. His wife, Susanna Hwang,

passed away on September, 2015, at the age of 97.
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RESTORING TRUST AND ORIGINAL
UNITY IN THE FAMILY THROUGH
FORGIVENESS

Jove Jim S. Aguas, Ph.D.

Center for Religious Studies and Ethics

University of Santo Tomas, Manila, Philippines

Introduction

The modern family is faced with different challenges both from the outside and the inside.
Social, political and economic factors constantly test the bond and unity of the family. But
there are internal factors like infidelity, marital and parental abuse, and abandonment, just to
name a few that also pose challenge to the unity of the family. Hence, from a union built
on love and trust of the spouses and the loving care between parent and children a family
may slowly lose its original unity until eventually it disintegrates. But the trust and the

original unity of the family can be restored if there will be forgiveness in the family.

The Family in the Context of God’s Plan and as Community of

Persons

The family is best understood and appreciated in the context of God’s plan for His

creation. God created the world and man out of His infinite love. In the beginning “God
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created man in his own image; in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them.” (Gen. 1:27) Based on this the first human relation or community of person
is man and woman. This first community of person established the unity of marriage and its
consequent - the indissolubility of marriage. Based on the union of man and woman through

marriage the family is established.

The family is a community different from other communities in the sense that the family
is a conjugal community which is established upon the consent of the spouses. Marriage is
a relation based on the love between the man and the woman. Marriage however is not just
for the expression of love, it is also ordained for procreation of children hence marriage is
the basis of family. This procreative character of marriage becomes the foundation of family.
“A man and a woman united in marriage, together with their children, form a family.”
Marriage and family then are intimately and fundamentally connected, because of the love
between man and woman marriage is formed and because of the conjugal union resulting in

that love, children are procreated and the family consequently is formed.

When God instituted the human family through marriage He endowed it with its
fundamental constitution — that of being a community of persons. The members of the
family are all human persons and as such they all enjoy dignity because person they are all
created in God’s own image and likeness. The community of persons in the family is also
a reflection of the communion of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. St. John Paul II
stresses in Familiaris Consortio that in matrimony and in the family a complex of
interpersonal relationships is set up-married life, fatherhood and motherhood, filiation and
fraternity-through which each human person is introduced into the “human family” and into

the “family of God”, which is the Church.
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The Family as a Community of Love and Trust

The love between the husband and wife reflects God’s love for humanity. When God
commanded the man and the woman to “go and multiply,” he did not only command them
to beget children but also to love and trust one another. The procreation and education of
children the family reflects the God’s work of creation which allows the parent to participate
in the creative work of God and become co-creator of God. In marriage and family we
recognize the love and trust of God to man as manifested in the love and trust of the
spouses for one another and the love and trust between the parents and children and

between or among the siblings or children.

The love and trust in the family is expressed in the closed familial relationships between
the spouses, between the parents and the children and between or among the children. This
love and trust in the family is based on their being human who are endowed with reason
and emotions through which they are able to express their feelings and sentiments. Through
the sharing of thought and common deliberation by the parents and their children they are

able to achieve a common good of the family - the proper upbringing of children.

Premised on the love and trust of each member for one another and on common welfare
and good of the family each member of the family has duties to each other. It is the duty
of children to honor and respect their father and mother. This is clearly expressed in the
fourth commandment which states that “thou shall honor they father and mother.” The
respect of children for their parents whether minors or adults for their father and mother is
nourished by the natural affection born of the bond that unites them. Filial respect promotes

harmony in all of family life.
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The Family in the World of Today

It is difficult to understand the world of today without referencing it to the secular ideals
that prevail in the modern societies. The secular ideals have impacted on the many aspects
of human life, in the social, political and cultural but the challenge of secularization is very
much felt in the realm of religious and spiritual values. And since we understand marriage
and family as having spiritual foundation and religious significance then the secular ideals
also pose challenges to marriage and family. This particular challenge is manifested in the
attempts to redefine the meaning of marriage and family and to set up laws that undermine
the very foundation of marriage as the union of man and woman and the composition of the
family based on this union. We live in a world where there is ambivalence in our values
especially in the expression of personal freedom. Many philosophies express the importance
of freedom and self-expression and man is faced with the difficulty of valuing his freedom
and recognizing the limit of that freedom and the responsibility attached to it. While there
is now a greater recognition of freedom and self-expression there is also over valuing of it
to point that the responsibility attached to it is no longer recognized. St. John Paul II noted
that “there is a more lively awareness of personal freedom and greater attention to the
quality of interpersonal relationships in marriage, to promoting the dignity of women, to
responsible procreation, to the education of children.” On the negative side however what
happens is instead of man embracing this love and nurturing it man ignores and refuses this
love which is the basis of the family. Man instead of focusing this love for the others has

focused such love more to himself.

The excessive love of the self has turned self-affirmation and self-determination into an
egoistic autonomy that is focused only of self —interest and ignores the welfare of others.
Man has corrupted the very idea of freedom and self-expression and affirmation. This
attitude has resulted into the degradation of some fundamental values which are the basis of

marriage and family like a mistaken theoretical and practical concept of the independence of
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the spouses in relation to each other; serious misconceptions regarding the relationship of
authority between parents and children, the growing number of divorces and abortion and

contraceptive mentality.

In this context the modern family is faced with different challenges both from outside and
inside. Social, political and economic factors constantly test the bond and unity of the
family. But aside from the external factors there are internal issues and matters like -
infidelity, marital and parental abuse, and abandonment, spouse separation, drug abuse in the
family just to name a few that also pose challenges to the unity of the family. Hence, from
a union built on love, respect, trust between the spouses and the loving care between parent

and children the family is slowly losing its original unity until finally it disintegrates.

Brokenness in the Family

One problem that the family faces today is increasing number of broken families. These
broken families are often the result of separation or divorce by the parents. But brokenness
in the family is not always the result of the separation or divorce by the parents because
brokenness in the family can also be experienced even when the parents still live together.
Brokenness is the wider sense could be understood as the loss of love and trust and the
sense of togetherness or sense of community in the family. What was originally a
community based on love and trust because of certain factors sometimes result to separation,
divorce and to brokenness. As a human community composed of person with different
personalities, attitudes, motives and other personal differences some families are unable to
cope with these differences not are often the cause of conflicts in the family. Interpersonal
conflicts are almost inevitable within families because of these personal differences. The
differences among family members in their personality, desires, values, abilities, etc., could
lead to conflict and turmoil. Family members are often deeply hurt in the course of their

conflicts and sometimes there is a significant breach of trust.
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The brokenness of the family can be attributed to many external factors like economic,
social factors. But the more critical factors are what happened inside the family that is, the
internal conflicts and problems and struggle inside the family because they undermine the
very basic values upon which the family is established, namely, love, trust, respect, care, etc.
Infidelity between the spouses is often the cause of brokenness in the family. When one of
the couples cannot fulfill the vow or promise of love and fidelity expressed in matrimony
the marriage is often affected which could lead to separation or divorce. Marital and parental
abuse is also a cause of separation. Marital abuse can cause great harm on the marriage and
although the abused spouse remains in the marriage such marriage in the long run will
eventually fail. Parental abuse is often the cause of children running away from home and
staying outside of the family. Children who do not feel the love of their children will most
likely leave the home and be involves in juvenile delinquencies. Abandonment by one of the
parents could possible lead to the disintegration of the family especially if the parent who
abandoned the family is the bread winner. Spouse separation because of some psychological
or personality problem in one of the spouses is also a cause of the brokenness of the family.
Drug abuse in the family especially if the one affected is either of the parents could also

lead to brokenness.

Forgiveness in the Family

Forgiveness can be understood as principled decision to give up one’s justified right for
revenge or retribution; it is an act of compassion that can potentially bring resolution and
freedom to both parties and can prevent the pain of the past from defining the path of the
future. After an injury or wrongdoing and the subsequent emotional or physical pain the
offended person instead decides to let go and pardon the offender and cancels his justified

right get back on the offender.
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The trust and original unity of the marriage and the family can still be restored if the
family learns to forgive or if there is forgiveness in the family. Forgiveness can restore the
love, trust, care and generosity in the family if the offender learns how to ask for
forgiveness the offended member learns how to forgive. Pope Francis said that we cannot
live without seeking forgiveness, or at least, one cannot live at peace, especially in the
family. We wrong one another every day. We must take into account these mistakes, due to
our frailty and our selfishness. However, what we are asked to do is to promptly heal the
wounds that we cause, to immediately reweave the bonds that break within the family. But

what would be the elements of forgiveness?

Forgiveness is the recognition of human firailty. Human as we are we are imperfect and
there will be moments of weakness or times when we cannot control our emotions and
therefore may cause injury or harm on another person. As humans we are fallible and
capable of wrongdoing and in most cases are wrongdoing affect people especially those that
we love. Pope Francis pointed out that because we have egos and are fragile, sometimes we
make mistakes, therefore we must heal the wounds caused by our mistake and must not wait
too long to do so. In forgiveness we realize this frailty or fallibility especially on the part
of the offender that the offender is human after all and he also realizes his or her own
frailty, that he or she is also human and also commits mistakes. A parent realizes that his
or her child is human and bound to commit mistakes; a husband realizes that his wife is

human and bound to commit mistake and vice versa.

Forgiveness requires accountability of the offender. As moral agents we are accountable
for our actions and the consequences of our actions. While accountability may not be a
condition for forgiveness, forgiveness does not mean the offender should no longer be hold
accountable for his actions or lack of actions and its consequence. In the family parents may
forgive their children even if their children do not accept or express any responsibility or

accountability in their actions, this may be because of the deep love of parents for their
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children or simply because the child maybe too young to fully understand the extent of the
consequences of his action and his consequent responsibility. Adults however must accept

this responsibility.

Forgiveness involves humility of the offender. Forgiveness entails not only accountability;
it also entails most especially humility on the part of the offender. The offender aside from
accepting his or her responsibility must humble himself to the offended person. It is humility
that will enable the offender to say sorry or apologize for the wrong he or she has done.
In the family therefore the virtue of humility must be cultivated because it is the virtue of
humility that motivates the person not to cause injury or harm on others and if ever he
cause pain or injury he or she at once realizes his or her mistake or offense will humble
himself or herself and ask for forgiveness. But humility must also involve remorse for the

offense committed or for the injury caused on the other.

Forgiveness is emotional. Offense or wrong doings most of the time involve or cause hurt
or pain and even anger and injury on the part of the offended. There is a concomitant
emotion in any offense or wrongdoing. Parents will most like be hurt or even angry by a
wrong doing of their children and vice versa. A wife will be deeply hurt or angered by
infidelity of her husband and vice versa. Hurt or pain and anger are forms of emotion and
therefore forgiveness will always involve some kind of emotion. Forgiveness may be

possible once these negative emotions start to disappear.

Forgiveness is based on attitude. Although forgiveness is emotional because it is somehow
dependent on the easing of negative emotions, forgiveness is also based on our attitude. The
negative emotions may no longer be present but if the right attitude is not yet present then
forgiveness will remain impossible. Therefore to forgive will always require the right attitude
on the part of the offended person. Parents who have a positive and right attitude toward

their children will find it easy to forgive them. A wife who has a negative attitude toward
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her husband may take some time to forgive her husband.

Forgiveness is a conscious decision or choice. Forgiveness is a conscious act and choice
which is determined by the offended person. While the offended person may be convinced
by others persons to forgive, forgiveness will always be a conscious and self-determined act
and decision. Therefore it is impossible to forgive in the place of another person. When a
child is offended by his or her sibling forgiveness cannot be given by the parents in his or
her behalf. A husband who has offended his wife cannot ask forgiveness from their children.

Since it is the wife who was offended it will be the wife who must forgive.

Forgiveness involves empathy of the forgiver or offended person. Forgiveness also requires
a degree of empathy or compassion, that ability to place oneself in the place of the other
or to feel how the other feels. While humility is required from the offender empathy is
required from the offended person. When the offender shows humility, it is empathy that
will allow the offended person to feel how the offender feels and be compassionate to him
or her. In the family it is the empathy of parents that will enable them to forgive a
remorseful child. So empathy is one virtue that must be formed in the family, because in a
family where there is empathy wrongful action that can cause pain or injury can easily be

avoided.

Forgiveness must lead to reconciliation. Forgiveness could lead and it should lead to the
restoration of fractured or broken relationships by overcoming the negative emotion like hurt
or pain and anger. Genuine forgiveness should lead to reconciliation, that is, the restoration
of the broken relationship in the family. Forgiveness and reconciliation overcomes the

negative emotions of pain and anger and can restore the original unity of the family.
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Forgiveness and Reconciliation

While forgiveness may not always to reconciliation but if the unity and harmony in the
family is to be desired then forgiveness must lead to reconciliation. There may be some
good reasons not to reconcile with the offender but in the family there must be
reconciliation if only to restore it back to its original unity or harmony. So reconciliation is
a decision and an act aimed at restoring the good relations or togetherness and the positive
emotions in the family. Reconciliation while based on forgiveness aims at restoring the good
relationship in the family. Just like forgiveness reconciliation will require the understanding
although in different degrees of some of the elements of forgiveness, like the understanding
of human frailty, accountability, humility, emotion, attitude, decision, and empathy. While
forgiveness is a unilateral decision or act, reconciliation is a mutual decision and act and
therefore will involve the mutual understanding of the elements of forgiveness. It is therefore
important that both parties understand and give due consideration to the recognition of
human frailty, accountability, humility, emotion, attitude, decision and empathy.
Reconciliation may take mutual acknowledgement of past mistakes or pain, the
understanding of negative emotions, the mutual effort to prevent destructive attitudes and
behavior and make a mutual commitment toward overcoming conflicts and differences in

order to restore the good relationship.

Forgiveness Based on Love and Respect

Forgiveness must be based on the foundation on which marriage and family are instituted
— love and respect of the human person. According to St. John Paul II the family is founded
and given life by love. Love is that inner principle, the permanent power and the final goal
of the task of the family to live as authentic community of human person. Without love the
family is not a community of persons and, in the same way, without love the family cannot

live, grow and perfect itself as a community of persons.
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Forgiveness must also be based on respect for the human person. Filial respect promotes
harmony in all of family life. Such respect must be the basis of the relationships between
spouses, parents and children, brothers and sisters. Respect toward parents fills the home
with light and warmth. The first responsibility of parent is the education of their children
and they bear witness to this responsibility first by creating a home where tenderness,

forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinterested service are the rule.

The Family as a Training Ground for Forgiveness

Pope Francis stressed that he family is a great training ground for the mutual giving and
forgiving without which no love can last for long. Without self-giving and seeking
forgiveness love does not last, it does not endure. The family although constituted on the
basis of love and trust cannot endure the many challenges it encounters both externally and
internally if there is no mutual giving and forgiving. It is significant therefore to make the
family as a place where forgiveness is practiced so that the children will learn and form this

virtue and attitude.

Concluding Remarks: Forgiveness, Trust and Unity in the Family

In the human relations trust like respect and other attitudes must be earned and developed.
In the family this becomes one of the corner stones of a healthy and harmonious
relationship. There must be complete trust between the spouses, between parents and
children and among or between the siblings. But once it is broken it is more difficult to
re-establish or restore trust in the family after a wrongdoing or injury especially if the hurt
or pain is grave or deep. However, through humility, accountability, sensibility, empathy and
honesty that trust can be earned so that the original unity in the family can be restored.

Family as a community of person based on love, trust, respect and care can only be
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preserved and perfected through generosity, humility and openness that enable each family
member to ask and give forgiveness allowing it to restore broken relationships. Every family
is called by the God to forgive, trust and reconcile with one another restoring the bond and

unity and re-establishing the community to its original status.
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Abstract

This quantitative research investigated the determinants of forgiveness of a family

transgressor by the offended. Data from 431 college students were analyzed to investigate

the nature and frequency of the offenses, specific relationship of the offended with the

transgressor, severity of the hurt, role of relationship variables, positive dispositional

tendencies, and hurt intensity in the forgiveness of the family member. The analyses

indicated that some of the most occurring offenses were being ignored, not fulfilling

promises, being compared with others, and unequal distribution of household tasks.

Participants indicated being compared with others as the most serious offense, followed by

contempt, not fulfilling promises, and being ignored. Due to these offenses, about 59% of

the participants experienced moderate to above the average severity of hurt. Hierarchical

multiple regression analyses suggested that the positive dispositional tendencies of optimism
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and resilience explained 14% of incremental variance in forgiveness. In the third step of the
regression, relationship variables of trust, communication, and alienation together explained
an additional 28% of the variance, above and beyond gender and dispositional tendencies. In
the final step, hurt severity was a significant predictor, explaining an additional 5% of
variance in forgiveness. These significant results suggest that after controlling for both
demographic variables and dispositional traits, the close relationship variables along with the
severity of the hurt experienced by the victim in the context of family relationships play a

significant role in the forgiveness of the family offender.

Key words : forgiveness, hurt, offense, trust, communication, alienation, resilience, optimism

Introduction

Although there has been a great increase in focus on the construct of individual
forgiveness in the psychological and social sciences research over the last 25 to 30 years,
only recently the researchers have been paying attention to understanding of the ways in
which forgiveness is operational in the context of family offenses and the well-being of
individuals within the families. Because of the important role of family relationships in the
quality of life of family members (Beach & Whisman, 2012), it is in family relationships
that many needs of the individuals are fulfilled, while some of the strongest offenses and
deepest hurts also occur in family relationships (Fincham, 2015). In other words, on the one
hand, family life can be full of joy and happiness, but on the other hand, hurt and pain are
inflicted and received even in the healthiest of families. Families which do not find ways to
minimize pain and maximize forgiveness may realize that hurts do not heal as easily and the
consequential residuals carry over throughout a lifetime (DeBlasio, 1998). Therefore,
working toward forgiveness in families is very important, for without it, the consequences

are detrimental to both the family and individual well-being. In the following pages, a brief
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description of the summary of literature review is given, including the description of a
family and the relationship in families, common offenses in families, and the possible

determinants of forgiveness in the context of family transgressions.

Literature Review

Definition of Family

Most experts in the field of family studies have concluded that it is either not possible to
have a single definition of what a family is (Fine, 1993), or only possible in relation to
changing and inescapable ideological differences, resulting in a definition that is driven by
theory, history, culture, and situation (Allen, 2000). For example, Scanzoni, Polonko,
Teachman, and Thompson (1989) defined the traditional family as two parents and children.
Some scholars gave an exclusive description (see Day, Gilbert, Settles, & Burr, 1995;
Kelley, 1983) and viewed the family as a form of social group held by common purpose.
Trost’s (1990) description of inclusive family included various other kin, friends, and even
pets. For some (see Cheal, 1983; Holstein & Gubrium, 1995), family is each individual’s
interpretation of who their kin are or whatever the individual perceives it to be.

From theoretical perspectives, the symbolic interaction theory defines family as a unit of
interacting personalities (Smith, 1995). Those who take a feminist perspective would assume
that there are broad differences among marriages and families, and these differences are
greater than the similarities (Thompson & Walker, 1995). For the family developmental
theorists, family members occupy socially defined positions and the definition of family
changes over the family career (Klein & White, 1996). Situational definitions of families
(Hanson & Lynch, 1992) illustrate family as “any unit that ... that includes individuals who
are related by blood or marriage as well as those who have made a commitment to share
their lives” (p. 285). There are also normative definitions of families. According to

Abu-Laban and Abu-Laban (1994), normative is described as “agreed upon societal rules and
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expectations specifying appropriate and inappropriate ways to behave in a particular society”
(p. 53). In summary, based on the purpose for which the term is being used, the family can

be defined as what the individual or the researcher perceives it to be (Definition, 2017).

Nature of Family Relationships

Family relationships are the most valued aspect of any person’s life that plays a crucial
role in the well-being of its members. For example, research has indicated that a strong
positive relationship with parents and other family members helps children to feel heard,
understood, loved, important and valued (Burgo, 2006). On the other hand, scholars (Battle
& Miller, 2005; Cavanagh & Huston, 2008) suggested that there are more possibilities for
interpersonal transgressions to occur more often in the family relationships than in other
relationships, because family relationships usually involve longer term and more intimate
affiliations. Consequently, the stakes are higher when such hurts remain unresolved.
Conflicts that entail feelings of injury and resentment (Karremans, Van Lange, Ouwerkerk,
& Kluwer, 2003) cause hurts in family relationships, which may be occasioned by a
violation of an implicit or explicit relationships norm, intentional or unintentional deceit and
betrayal (Rusbult & Van Lange, 2003), unequal treatment of siblings by one or both parents,
hurt feelings from divorce and/or remarriage, irresponsible financial decisions, inequitable
distribution of household tasks, and repeated instances of broken family commitments (Battle
& Miller, 2005).

In Taiwanese context, families are typically multigenerational, with each member playing
an important function within the household. Traditionally, the Taiwanese placed great
emphasis on maintaining respect and positive relationships among the family members.
Much of this behavior relates back to Confucian concept of filial piety (Z/IH). Taiwanese
also emphasize “Guanxi (Ff%),” which means being reciprocal towards one’s obligations to
family members. The concept of face-saving (Ifi-f-) in Taiwanese families often guides how
family members interact with one another and with others. As the younger generation is

becoming less family orientated, Confucian concepts are not strictly followed anymore.
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Nevertheless, children in Taiwan are still expected to obey and defer to their parents and

honor their elders in almost all situations (Family, 2017).

Theories of Interpersonal Transgressions

Hoyt, Fincham, McCullough, Maio, and Davila (2005) refer to the precipitating causes of
the feelings of hurt and resentment in interpersonal context, including in families, and
attendant cognitions as interpersonal transgressions. Hoyt et al. suggest that when
researchers study interpersonal transgressions in close relationships, they should factor in the
role of the situational and relational factors that would contribute to people’s willingness to
forgive, over and above their stable dispositional tendencies. Some of the theories that
explain the role of the situational and relational factors in interpersonal transgression and
family forgiveness are interpersonal theory (Fincham, Harold, & Gano-Phillips, 2000;
Markey, Funder, & Ozer, 2003), interdependence theory (Finkel, Rusbult, Kumashiro,
Hannon, 2002; Rusbult & Van Lange, 2003), transactional theory (Cotterell, Eisenberger, &
Speicher, 1992), and social relations model (Back & Kenny, 2010).

Based on these theoretical frameworks, scholars indicate that the extent to which people
forgive in families is influenced not only by the dispositional characteristics of the forgiver,
but also by the relationship, the situation in which the transgression occurs, the
characteristics of the transgressor and the nature of the offense (see McCullough, Fincham,
& Tsang, 2003; Mullet & Girard, 2000; Takaku, Weiner, & Ohbuchi, 2001; Wieselquist,
Rusbult, Foster, & Agnew, 1999). In other words, that victims are primarily motivated to
forgive the transgressor in order to continue the relationship (Karremans & Van Lange,

2004) or to restore a valued relationship (Mooney, Strelan, & McKee, 2015).

Forgiveness in Families

Forgiveness is described as an intentional and voluntary process that involves a change in

emotion and attitude in a victim regarding an offender (see Fincham, 2000; Kaminer, Stein,
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Mbanga, & Zungu-Dirwayi, 2000; McCullough, Worthington, & Rachael, 1997; North, 1987;
Worthington, 2005). Scholars conceptualize forgiveness on the basis of two inter-related
processes. One is intrapersonal, in which the cognitions and feelings of victims about a
transgressor change from negative to positive (Worthington, 2001). The other is
interpersonal (Finkel et al., 2002), in which the internal prosocial motivational change
experienced by victims is manifested interpersonally. Therefore, a feature of the interpersonal
aspect of forgiveness is that it involves positive responses to transgressors, variously
conceptualized as benevolent (McCullough et al., 1998), compassionate and loving
(Worthington, 2001), and altruistic (Enright, Freedman, & Rique, 1998).

Besides describing forgiveness as intrapersonal or interpersonal processes, scholars also
conceptualize forgiveness at different levels of specificity, such as a trait, as a tendency
toward a specific relationship, and as a response toward a specific offense (see Fincham,
Hall, & Beach, 2006; Paleari, Regalia, and Fincham, 2009; McCullough, Hoyt, & Rachal,
2000), suggesting that the relational characteristics may be more important than the
dispositional traits in understanding forgiveness. Relationship characteristics (ex., closeness,
trust, and conflict) are widely accepted as playing a significant role in forgiveness in the
family contexts (Fincham, 2015). For example, Paleari, Fincham, and Regalia (2003)
suggested that the quality of parent-child relationships was related to adolescent forgiving of
parents. Maio, Thomas, Fincham, and Carnelley (2008) indicated that forgiveness was
specifically related to aspects of the relationship with the offender and not with other family
members. Hoyt and colleagues (2005) suggested that the relationship effects on forgivingness

were predicted by the degree of conflict present in the relationship.

Research Questions and Hypotheses

In line with the rationale of the existing literature, this research project specifically
investigated the determinants of the forgiveness in families viewed from the perspective of

college students in Taiwan. Specific research questions included:
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. Nature and frequency of offensive behaviors in Taiwanese families.
. Specific family members involved in the family interpersonal transgressions.

. Severity of the hurt experienced by the victim due to the transgression of the family

offender.

Relationship closeness between the offender and the victim.

Role of positive dispositional tendencies of the victim in the process of forgiveness.
Measurement of offense-specific forgiveness toward the specific offending family

member.

Hypotheses included:

L.
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Exploration of the (a) specific family member committing the offense, (b) nature and
frequency of the offenses committed by this specific offender, and the single most
serious offense, and (c) level of hurt severity.

Significant correlations between the study variables would be expected. For example, a
positive correlation would be expected between the dispositional tendencies of optimism
and resilience, relationship variables of trust and communication, and forgiveness. A
negative correlation would be expected between the relationship variable of alienation,

hurt severity, and forgiveness.

. After controlling for significant demographics, it would be expected that the positive

dispositional tendencies, relationship variables, and hurt severity would significantly
predict the offense-specific forgiveness. Specifically, positive tendencies and
relationship variables of trust and communication in their respective regression analyses
steps would predict increase in forgiveness, whereas the relationship variable of
alienation and hurt severity in their respective regression analyses steps would predict

the decrease in forgiveness.
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Method

Procedure and Participants

Data were collected from undergraduate students pursuing degrees at different colleges in
Fu Jen Catholic University. Total of 431 participants consisted 173 (40.1%) males and 258
(59.9%) females, with ages ranging from 18 to 25. The majority of 151 (35%) had no
religious belief. Of those who were affiliated with some religion, 81 (18.8%) participants
were affiliated with folk religions; 77 (17.9%) were Taoists; 68 (15.8%) were Buddhists; 45
(10.4%) were Protestants, and 9 (2.1%) were Catholics.

Measurements

Demographic and Offense-Descriptive Questionnaire. In addition to collecting the
participants’ demographic information, they were also asked to indicate any of the family
members that have offended them in the recent past. Then, the participants were requested
to choose any number of offenses from a list of 29 offenses, which included being ignored,
verbal abuse, dishonesty, failing in commitments, so on. The participants were then asked to
indicate the most serious offense from their chosen list of offenses and the hurt severity
ranging from zero to 10, with zero representing no hurt feelings, 5 representing medium

severity of hurt, and 10 representing the most severe hurt.

Offense-Specific Family Forgiveness. In assessing offense-specific family forgiveness, we
used 15 items from the Forgiveness Scale (Rye, Loiacono, Folck, Olszewski, Heim, &
Madia, 2001), 4 items measuring Benevolence from the Marital Offence-Specific Forgiveness
Scale (Paleari, Regalia, & Fincham, 2009), and 11 items of Revenge and Avoidance from
the Transgression Related Interpersonal Motivations Inventory (McCullough, et al., 1998),
which were reverse scored. The 30 items were subjected to principal component analysis,
which revealed the presence of two components with total of 21 items, explaining 60.38%

of the variance. The first component, which was named as Absence of Negative, had 10
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items, explained 31.21% of variance and had Cronbach's a of .94. The second component,
named as Presence of Positive, had 11 items, explained 29.17% of variance, and had

Cronbach's a of .92.

Family Relationship Closeness. Family relationship closeness was assessed by using the
Inventory of Parent Attachment developed by Armsden and Greenberg (1987). For the
purpose of this study, relationship with the parents is changed to relationship with the family
member. This inventory has three subscales: Trust (o =.93), Communication (o =.92), and

Alienation (a =.87), each consisting of five items.

Positive Dispositional Tendencies. Selected positive dispositional tendencies included
Optimism and Resilience. Measure of Optimism consisted of 4 items and had reliability
coefficient of .66 (Carifio, & Rhode, 2002). Measure of Resilience consisted of 4 items, and
the reliability coefficient of .84 (Campbell-Sills, & Stein, 2007).

Results

Offending Family Member

As part of Hypothesis la, the relationship of the research participant with the offending
family member was explored. This research presumed the participants’ family to be
exclusive, intergenerational, and nuclear, consisting of parents, siblings, and grandparents.

The “other” category was also included. The results are presented in Table 1.
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Table 1
Frequencies and Percentages of Participant’s Relationship with the Family Offender
Relationship Frequency %
Father 127 29.5
Mother 122 28.3
Younger Sister 39 9.0
Elder Brother 35 8.1
Elder Sister 29 6.7
Younger Brother 25 5.8
Other 22 5.1
Paternal Grand Mother 18 4.2
Paternal Grand Father 6 1.4
Maternal Grand Mother 6 1.4
Maternal Grand Father 2 0.5
Note: N = 431

Nature and Frequency of Offenses

Hypothesis 1b explored the nature of the offensive attitudes and behaviors that commonly
occur in the families, and the single most serious offense among all the offenses that the
participants perceived it to be. The results are presented in Table 2. The offensive behavior
or attitude of being ignored by the family members was chosen by the majority of the
participants (158), followed by the family members breaking promises (149), and being
compared with others (131). When it came to choosing the most serious offense, the
participants chose the offensive behavior of being compared with others by the offending
family member (n = 43; 10%), followed by contempt (n = 34; 7.9%), family members not
fulfilling their promises (n = 33; 7.7%), and being ignored (n = 28; 6.5%).
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Table 2
Nature and Frequencies of Offenses and Most Serious Offense
Nature of Offenses (multiple) Freq. Most Serious Offense Freq. %
1. Act deaf and dumb to what you 1. Comparison with others
care about (Being ignored). 158 (#28) 43 10.0
2. Busy with work and other things 2. Contempt (#5) 34 7.9
(Absence). 79
3. Not concerned about whatever 3. Do not fulfill promises
happens in your life. 77 (#18) 33 7.7
4. Verbally abuse you. 101 | 4. Being ignored (#1) 28 6.5
5. Show contempt for you. 121 | 5. Verbal abuse (#4) 27 6.3
6. Gossip about you. 94 | 6. Gossip (#6) 23 53
7. Defame you. 30 | 7. Unacceptable jokes (#9) 23 5.3
8. Disclose your personal issues to 8. Stealing (#11) 22 5.1
others. 75
9. Make unacceptable jokes 9. Not honoring commitments
you. 87 (#19) 21 4.9
10. Conceal important things 10. Favoritism (#27) 16 3.7
you. 73
11. Steal or misuse your things. 100 | 11. Ignore feelings (#26) 16 3.7
. . 12. Inequitable distribution of
12. Lie to you or deceive you. 58 household tasks (#24) 16 37
13. Drinking. 42 | 13. Conflicts in money use
#21) 16 3.7
14. Smoking. 85 | 14. Disclosure of privacy (#8) 16 3.7
15. Substance abuse. 8 15. Smoking (#14) 13 3.0
16. Physical violence. 14 | 16. Constant criticism (25) 12 2.8
17. Do things that are detrimental to 17. Absence (#2) 10 2.3
character, and that make you
feel ashamed and embarrassed. 71
18. Do not fulfill promises. 149 | 18. Lying (#11) 10 23
19. Do not honor important 19. Unequal treatment (23) 10 2.3
commitments. 90
20. Irresponsible or dishonest 20. Drinking (13) 9 2.1
financial decisions. 62
21. Conflicts in the use and 21. Dishonest financial
management of money. 117 decisions (#20) 8 1.9
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Nature of Offenses (multiple) Freq. Most Serious Offense Freq. %
22. When resources (such as money) 22. Not concerned (#3) 6 1.4
are scarce, other family members
are given preference in
distributing the resources. 42
23. Unequal parental treatment. 101 | 23. Concealment (#10) 5 1.2
24. Inequitable distribution of 24. Defamation (#7) 3 0.7
household tasks. 124
25. Criticize about everything that I 25. Physical violence (#16) 3 0.7
do in the house. 90
26. Only care about your other 26. Embarrassment (#17) 3 0.7
family members but ignore your
feelings. 52
27. Favor your family members over 27. Preferential treatment (#22) 3 0.7
you. 60
28. Always compare you with others 28. Non-specific (#29) 2 0.5
and make you feel you are
worse than them. 131
29. Others (Ex., destroy video games) 2 29. Substance abuse (#15) 0 0

Note: N = 431

Hurt Severity

Hypothesis 1c examined the level of hurt severity. The participants were asked to choose

the hurt severity by marking between zero and ten on a continuous scale, with zero

indicating absence of any sort of hurt feelings, 5 indicating the moderate severity and 10

indicating the highest severity of hurt. The highest number of participants (level = 5; n =

72; 16.7%) experienced the moderate severity, followed by above the moderate severity

(level = 6; n =

69; 16%) and (level = 7; n =

59; 13.7%). Summarizing, there were total of

254 (59%) participants who experienced the moderate and above the moderate severity. Ten

(2.1%) even experienced the highest severity of hurt.
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Scale Reliabilities and Intercorrelations

As indicated in Table 3, the reliability coefficients for all the measures were in the range
of .65 for Optimism to .94 for Absence of Negative subscale of Forgiveness. Hurt severity
was a single item measure on a continuum from zero to 10. The subscales of Absence of
Negative (reverse scored) and Presence of Positive were combined to get a total score for
Forgiveness.

On inspection of the correlational matrix as presented in Table 3, out of 45 possible
correlations, 42 were significant. Three non-significant correlations consisted of gender not
correlating with optimism, resilience, and presence of positive. As per Cohen’s (1988)
criteria, 14 significant correlations were in the small effect range (» =.10 to .29), 15 were

in the medium effect range (» =30 to .49), and 13 were in the large effect range (+ =.50

to 1.0).

Table 3

Reliability Coefficients, Means, Standard Deviations, and Correlations

Variables a M SD 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1. Gender e e - 09 -05 177 12F 2200 4% 13" 07 7

2. Optimism 65 3.32 0.65 — .67 39" 43" -317 -15" 30" 39" 37

3. Resilience 74 322 0.65 — 20" 29" -19" -.137 22" 34" 30

4. Trust 93 3.71 0.89 — 79" 252" 229" 52" 56 59"

5. Communication .92 3.44 0.89 — 43" 2317 43" 500 517

6. Alienation .87 2.28 0.86 — 23" -56" -39" -52°

7. Hurt Severity — 494 223 - -40" -35" -4l

8. Absence of 94 383 087 68 9
Negative

9. Presence of 92 334 077 — o
Positive

10. Forgiveness -~ 3.58 0.75 -

Note: N = 431; "p<.001; *p<.01; "p<.05; two-tailed
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Multiple Regression Analyses

To test the Hypothesis 3, hierarchical multiple regression was used to assess the ability of
gender, positive dispositional tendencies, relationship closeness variables, and hurt severity to

predict forgiveness. The results are presented in Table 4.

Table 4
Summary of Hierarchical Regression Analyses for Variables Predicting Forgiveness
St Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4

B SE fp | B SE B B SE B B SE B
Gender A8 .07 a1* |14 06 .10 |-02 06 -01| .06 .06 .04
Optimism 33 .07 29" | .08 .06 .07 | .08 .06 .07
Resilience 14 07 1210 06 09| .10 .06 .09
Trust 29 05 34|27 05 32
Communication .05 .05 .06 | .01 .05 .01
Alienation -24 .04 -287|-22 .04 -25
Hurt Severity -08 .01 -25
R’ .01 15 43 48
F 5.14" 25.51° 52.74" 55.51"
df 1:430 3:428 6:425 7:424

Note: N = 431; "p<.001; *p<.05

Discussion

Relationship between the Victim and the Offender

When talking about forgiveness in the context of families, the first question that comes to
anyone’s mind is about the relationship between the victim and the offender. In this study,
the student participants indicated that both the father and mother offended them more often
than the other family members. Given the age and developmental stage of these college

students, it appears to be necessary that the parents are involved more than the other family
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members in the life of the college students (see (Fingerman, Cheng, Tighe, Birditt, & Zarit,
2012; Gavazzi, 2012; Schwanz, Palm, Hill-Chapman, & Broughton, 2014), consequently
leading to the chances of more interpersonal transgressions.

A study by Mao, Hsu, and Fang (2016) on the exploration of the Taiwanese university
student perceptions of parental support concluded that autonomy support as the most difficult
for Taiwanese parents to provide to their college-going children. They further said that when
there is a conflict between the development of personal interest of college students and
parental expectations, students usually use four different coping styles: protest, avoidance,
struggle, and submission. These categories of Taiwanese students’ coping styles, except
submission, in the midst of conflict with their parents indicate a higher chance of
interpersonal transgressions in their family relationships and the need for conflict resolution

through forgiveness.

Nature of Transgressions in Taiwanese Families

Given the long-term nature of family ties and the intensity of the interactions, family
conflicts resulting in hurt and the need for resolution and forgiveness occur regularly in
family settings. It appears self-evident that motivation and ability to forgive depend on the
nature and severity of the transgressions, which range from physical abuse to emotional
blackmail to an insult or revelation of secret.

Participants in this study thought that being compared with others by a family member
was the third most occurring offensive behavior. In fact, this behavior was also chosen as
the most serious offense committed by the family member. It is a general understanding that
comparison by parents is a common approach to ascertain the performance of their children.
Parents compare their children’s performance with others and then determine whether their
achievements are normal, better or excellent. But, when comparisons by parents of their
children with others are overdone or involves unrealistic expectations and negative attitudes,

they produce negative effects.
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Contempt was another transgression that occurred most often in the families, and it was
also the second most serious offense as per the participants’ experiences of family
interpersonal transgressions. The choice for contempt seems to logically follow the most
serious offense of being compared with others, because contempt is a feeling that a person
is worthless or beneath consideration. Fischer and Roseman (2007) said that the social
function of contempt is perhaps done because the person who is feeling contempt perceives
that there is no way to influence or change the other person, or changing another person’s

behavior is not worth the effort, which results in ignoring the person.

Severity of the Hurt Experienced by the Victim

Over 50% of the participants experienced moderate to above the average levels of hurt
severity. Lemay, Overall, and Clark (2012) said that hurt occurs when the victim perceives
and feels rejection or devaluation by a perpetrator who is highly valued by the victim. As
the nature of the most serious offenses and the relation to the perpetrator in this study
indicated, both the transgressions of being compared with others and experiencing contempt
appear to be the cause of perception and feeling of devaluation by the highly valued family
members.

Higher levels of hurt severity felt by the participants also imply that the offended in a
family context is vulnerable to psychological pain at the hands of the family offender, and
this vulnerability is likely due to the offended member’s desire for a relationship with the
offender. In fact, several studies have proposed that the victim’s dependence on a perpetrator
for support, security, and protection creates the potential to feel hurt by relational
devaluation (see Lemay, et al, 2012; Shaver, Mikulincer, Lavy, & Cassidy, 2009).
Moreover, if the parental involvement and support may not end when students enter college
and young adulthood (Fingerman, et al., 2012; Schwanz, et al., 2014), and if dependence is
a central component of feeling hurt in response to relational devaluation (Lemay, et al.,
2012), the offended who highly value the family relationships and are committed to them

should be more likely to feel hurt in these contexts.
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Relationships among the Major Study Variables

The results indicated a strong significant correlation between optimism and resilience.
Optimism is an individual trait that reflects the extent to which people hold generalized
favorable expectancies for their future (Walsh, 2003). As the past studies have indicated (see
Carver, Scheier, and Segerstrom, 2010; Rutter, 2006), the characteristic of resilience for this
sample reflects their desire for great optimism under adversity of family offences and
transgressions. There was also a positive correlation between optimism and forgiveness,
implying that optimism helps the offended to make a decision to forgive the offender in
order to have and maintain happy, healthy, and positive relationships.

There was a significant positive relationship between resiliency and forgiveness. Flach
(1988) contends that resiliency is a strength that humans require to master cycles of
disruption and reintegration throughout the life cycle. In this study, the positive significant
correlation between resiliency and forgiveness implies that the resilient participants possess
the capacity to forgive as they are able to understand that something good can come out of
even the hurtful offenses.

As expected, the relationship variables of trust and communication were significantly and
highly correlated. Communication is described as the formal as well as informal sharing of
meaningful information, and trust is defined as an expectancy held by an individual or group
that the verbal or written word or promise of another individual or group can be relied upon
(Zeffane, Tipi, & Ryan, 2011). Trust is an important pillar in any kind of relationships.
Building trust fosters healthy communication among family and friends, and healthy and
open communication in relationships opens the pathways for trust to develop. There was also
a positive significant correlation between trust and forgiveness, implying that highly trusting
individuals are more likely to forgive their offenders. The positive correlation between
communication and forgiveness implies that the process of forgiveness involves positive
communication (Sheldon, Gilchrist-Petty, & Lessley, 2014).

Alienation in relationships and the feeling of hurt by the family offenses were positively

correlated, whereas alienation and forgiveness were negatively correlated. Research (see
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Scharp & Hall, 2017) has shown that despite the well accepted assumptions that families are
close and intact, the prevalence of alienation, marginalization, and estrangement of family
member is overwhelming. These processes pose significant disruptions to the entire family
system. Vangelisti (2006) explains that the involuntary nature of family relationships places
tight constraints on the member’s relational alternatives. That is, when family members are

offended, the restrictions may place them at a great deal of hurt.

Predictors of Forgiveness in Family Offenses

All the step-wise regression models were significant in predicting forgiveness. For
example, optimism and resilience significantly increased the variance in forgiveness in Step
2. Optimism, defined as generalized expectancies for desirable future outcomes (Carver, et
al., 2010), significantly predicts forgiveness of family member’s transgression. Research
confirms that individuals who are disposed to hold positive expectations for the future
respond to any sort of adversity in more adaptive ways (Rey & Extremera, 2014). In the
case of forgiveness in interpersonal relationships, Worthington and Wade (1999) have stated
that an optimistic view of a relationship and oneself in that relationship is expected to
influence the occurrence of forgiveness. Resilience also significantly predicted the
forgiveness, but the effect was lower than that of optimism. The personal qualities that allow
one to thrive in the face of adversity are referred to as resiliency. The current understanding
of resiliency is thought to be influenced by concepts such as feeling a sense of purpose,
finding meaning in one's circumstances, and feeling a sense of support (Connor & Davidson,
2003). Given the adversity of family offense, resilient people try to make a sense of the
offense by their willingness to forgive the offender.

In Step 3, trust and alienation significantly contributed to the variance in forgiveness. The
ability to trust and maintain healthy relationships was a recurring theme in forgiveness
studies (see Asendorpf & Wilpers, 1998; Boon & Sulsky, 1997; McCullough, Worthington,
& Rachael, 1998). Studies indicated that of the many aspects of relationships that could

contribute to forgiveness dynamics, trust that relationship partners place in one another is
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one quality that has been widely researched (see Finkel et al., 2002; McCullough et al.,
1998). Rousseau, Sitkin, Burt, and Camerer (1998) noted that trust essentially entails an
acceptance of vulnerability based upon positive expectations of the intentions of another.
Trust could increase perceptions of safety from the possibility of future offenses, or it could
increase perceptions of opportunities for future benefits from a relationship.

Alienation significantly and inversely predicted forgiveness, implying that the participants
who feel alienated and distance in the family are less likely to forgive their offenders.
Richman and Leary (2009) said that all negative or offensive interpersonal attitudes or
events have the potential to lower the victims’ perceived relational value. Richman and
Leary further said that a person who has been rejected may simultaneously wish to regain
acceptance, retaliate against those who hurt him or her, and avoid further social contact. In
the case of this sample, people who feel alienated or rejected appear to retaliate against
those who offended them by not willing to forgive them.

Finally, hurt severity also negatively and significantly predicted forgiveness. Studies on the
features of hurt feelings suggest that hurt is a distinct negative emotion that is associated
with feeling devalued, unwanted, and rejected (Richman & Leary, 2009). For this sample, it
appears that feeling of more severely hurt by individuals who were perceived as being close
to the transgressor were more likely not to forgive the offender. This result is supported by
the literature that increased severity of offense and decreased closeness of victim-offender
relationship as factors closely related to unforgiveness (Bono, McCullough, & Root, 2008;
McCullough et al., 1998).

Implications and Conclusions

First of all, the significant results suggest that offense-specific analysis gives clearer
understanding of the differences that exist due to geographical and cultural differences.
Although the understanding of families has been changing in modern Taiwan, they still are

typically multigenerational and place a great emphasis on xiaoshun (Z/IF; filial piety) and
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guanxi (B#F%; relationships). The specific offenses in this research study suggests that there
are some similar offenses with other cultures; offenses such as unequal treatment of siblings,
inequitable distribution of household tasks, and instances of broken family commitments.
Some of the offenses that seem to be typical to the Taiwanese family context are being
ignored and being compared with others. Based on these results, it warrants that
understanding the process of forgiveness in families should take the cultural and ethnic
aspects into consideration.

Participants indicated three conceptually inter-related offenses, i.e., being compared with
others, contempt, and being ignored, as the most serious offenses. It could be due to the
concept of face-saving (mianzi; [f1") in the general Chinese culture. One of the serious
things in distorting family reputation in Chinese culture is to “lose face” (diulian;, FEB%).
Once again, these differences call for an understanding of the cultural importance of face in
the process of dealing with family offenses and the operation of forgiveness in Taiwanese
families.

The college students in this research study indicated that father and mother are the family
members who most frequently offend them. This result is in line with the aforementioned
most serious offenses and the concepts of xiaoshun (ZIIH; filial piety), guanxi (BiFR;
relationships), and mianzi (Ifiif; face-saving). Moreover, both culturally and
developmentally, it appears to be necessary that the parents are involved more than the other
family members in the life of the Taiwanese college students, consequently leading to the
chances of frequent and specific interpersonal transgressions between parents and
college-going children.

Finally, the close relationship variables along with the severity of the hurt experienced by
the victim in the context of family played a significant role in the forgiveness of the family
offender. Regarding the positive dispositional traits and like the previous research has
indicated, the individuals who are able to perceive positive expectations for the families tend
to be more adaptable to family transgressions and more able to use the mechanism of

forgiveness to resolve interpersonal problems in the context of families. But, when the
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relational variables of trust, communication, and alienation are entered into the regression
equation, both demographic and dispositional variables became non-significant, once again
suggesting that the relationship closeness factors play a significant role in the process of

forgiveness.

Selected References

Battle, C. L., & Miller, I. W. (2005). Families and forgiveness. In E. L. Worthington, Jr.
(ed.), Handbook of forgiveness (pp. 227-241). New York, NY: Routledge.

Bono, G., McCullough, M., & Root, L. (2008). Forgiveness, feeling connected to others, and
well-being: Two longitudinal studies. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 34,
182-195.

Cheal, D. (1993). Unity and difference in postmodern families. Journal of Family Issues
14(1), 5-19.

Enright, R. D., Freedman, S. R., & Rique, J. (1998). The psychology of interpersonal
forgiveness. In R. D. Enright & J. North (Eds.), Exploring forgiveness (pp. 46—62).
Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press.

Family (2017). Taiwanese culture. Retrieved on Junel, 2017, from
http://theculturalatlas.org/taiwanese-culture/family-9a72tb03-04d5-4107-9a17-¢908795b983e

Fincham, F. D. (2015). Forgiveness, family relationships and health. In L. L. Toussaint, E. L.
Worthington, Jr., & D. R. Williams (Eds.), Forgiveness and health: Scientific
evidence and theories relating forgiveness to better health (pp. 255-269). New York,
NY: Springer.

Fine, A. A. (1993). Current approaches to understanding family diversity: An overview of
the special issue. Family Relations, 42(3):235-237.

Fischer, A. H.,, & Roseman, 1. J. (2007). Beat them or ban them: The characteristics and

social

76



SESSION 2

functions of anger and contempt. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 93(1), 103—
115.

Hoyt, W. T., Fincham, F. D., McCullough, M. E., Maio, G., & Davila, J. (2005). Responses
to interpersonal transgressions in families: Forgivingness, forgivability, and
relationship-specific effects. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 89, 375—
394.

Karremans, J. C., Van Lange, P. A. M., Ouwerkerk, J. W., & Kluwer, E. S. (2003). When
forgiving enhances psychological well-being: The role of interpersonal commitment.
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 84, 1011-1026.

Mao, C. H., Hsu, Y. C., & Fang, T. w. (2016). Parental support as perceived by Taiwanese
university students during career development. International Journal of Psychology
and Behavioral Sciences, 6(2), 63-70. doi: 10.5923/j.ijpbs.20160602.05.

Maio, G. R., Thomas, G., Fincham, F. D., & Carnelley, K. (2008). Unraveling the role of
forgiveness in family relationships. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 94,
307-319.

McCullough, M. E., Rachal, K. C., Sandage, S. J., Worthington, Jr, E. L., Brown, S. W., &
Hight, T. L.

(1998). Interpersonal forgiving in close relationships: II. Theoretical elaboration and
measurement. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 75, 1586-1603.
doi:10.1037/0022-3514.75.6.1586

Paleari, F. G., Regalia, C., & Fincham, F. D. (2003). Adolescents’ willingness to forgive
parents: An empirical model. Parenting: Science and Practice, 3, 155-174.

Rey, L., & Extremera, N. (2014). Positive psychological characteristics and interpersonal
forgiveness: Identifying the unique contribution of emotional intelligence abilities, Big
Five traits, gratitude and optimism. Personality and Individual Differences, 68, 199—
204.

Riek, B. M., & Mania, E. W. (2012). The antecedents and consequences of interpersonal

forgiveness: A meta-analytic review. Personal Relationships, 19, 304-325.

77



J1E3 olEzo| IMEH Aot BA

Rye, M. S., Loiacono, D. M., Folck, C. D., Olszewski, B. T., Heim, T. A., & Madia, B. P.
(2001). Evaluation of the psychometric properties of two forgiveness scales. Current
Psychology, 20(3), 260-277.

Scharp, K. M., & Hall, E. D. (2017). Family marginalization, alienation and estrangement in
family relationships: Questioning the nonvoluntary status of family relationships.
Annals of the International Communication Association, 41(1), 28-45. doi:
10.1080/23808985.2017.1285680

Schwanz, K. A., Palm, L. J., Hill-Chapman, C. R., & Broughton, S. F. (2014). College
students’ perceptions of relations with parents and academic performance. American
Journal of Educational Research, 2(1), 13-17.

Trost, J. (1990). Do we mean the same thing by the concept of the family? Communication
Research 7(4), 431.

Worthington, E. L. (2005). More questions about forgiveness: Research agenda for
2005-2015. In E. L. Worthington (Ed.), Handbook of forgiveness (pp. 557-575). New
York, NY: Routledge.

Zeffane, R., Tipu, S. A., & Ryan, J. C. (2011). Communication, commitment and trust:
Exploring the triad. International Journal of Business and Management, 6 (6). doi:

10.5539/ijbm.v6n6p77

78



SESSION 2

— -| O — O
H2 OO0
2322
Inna Reddy Edara, Ph.D. Jo-Lin Chen, Ph.D.
Graduate Institute of Educational Department of Child & Family Studies
Leadership & Development Fu Jen Catholic University, Taiwan
Fu Jen Catholic University, Taiwan Email: 046286(@mail.fju.edu.tw

Email: 065049@mail.fju.edu.tw

2E

o A AT 7K /RIS Saat SA5Rs 2890S EARI) theh 4199
Holels Basle] Zejo) Saat wx, Faliel Salke] S4F B, o) S, W
wige) ofg 4 714 A%, e 4 84 BEE 2R, B w2 b

WP W e Fee Al o Rolal, Bllale] ula, BEWE T Halgi), HeiAs
& vjelute] Wt 7hg olay, FA7h 1
HE olglth, olela Eow s elnte] of swirh FEE ool £k AR AS
2 thE a7l me Hekdal seidoleks 44 714 el $4914 14%e] S
WS AaSit) 21719 Al WA Aol A, SNAE, 4ele] TS e 7]
A 74 ool 28%0) WREe AEailct v wAel o) FEEE 401 %o W
A9k o] froleh AT SITEASA el 7144 548 B

= 9
ek mietolA] SlaiR} Ale dae] FEmsh (e PANGTLE 715 71

K
o,

,d
ox
r]I
{
)
i
rlo
|
B
b
T
i,
St
S
ol
k=)
4 o
Jp

79



J1E3 olEzo| IMEH Aot BA

At 2530 Bt AlEls ARl Aol A Al 8419 T aRlel g wile] A
oL A7AEe] 7HEE L 7 ol i1 Qbdolehs meolx] &A7F Asshe W
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5o AL 15 Apolo] W h5ro] EAE of o] AT ATk 2 En
(Thompson & Walker, 1995). 7} Y o/Z7}E(family developmental theorists)< 7159 0|
ez T A9 ANl 1] el 71 AR Feb Waksitha BriKidn &
White, 1996). 7}+52] 8+ =/(situational) 73 2] (Hanson & Lynch, 1992)= 7155 «d &=
=R1el ofaf ol JHRIF M= 45 s-frshalvkar ok Ai%le 3 e whePelal
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a1, AL, SAIE AL S5 WhEThal =

= ol Aol X3 PAIE geitely] wfiel] tRE PR 7 Alel A dildA ol
HAE o] WA ThsAol ¥ okl sk SR U THBattle & Miller, 2005;
Cavanagh & Huston, 2008). A¥}4 0.2 TT8]3t /o] S| Ad% %] &2 A Fol 3l& o 918
T Y ok Asllef o] AAS Rk Z-52(Karremans, Van Lange, Ouwerkerk,

& Kluwer, 2003) 71538715 oF3lr] 7)), o] 9hA)Z] = wAACl w4 78 9k %

ol & B AEo® A A, FANT A 2A, =R 7AF B, dR s T

& o) Eolg) Foz s A 4 glth(Battle & Miller, 2005).
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STk AEA O RIS 7H9) be] £F31 FHAR WA 0] JE Tk ol
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T3 (McCullough, Fincham, & Tsang, 2003; Mullet & Girard, 2000; Takaku, Weiner, &
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(Paleari, Regalia, & Fincham, 2009), 9o 2 zjH %= 7lsdds diQladA 5713 %=
(Transgression Related Interpersonal Motivations Inventory)2] X ¥(Revenge)d} 3|3
(Avoidance)ZS S F= 1153 (McCullough, et al., 1998)3 AF&-3}3A Tt 30530l thafl 4
TS AR Ay 271A] Aol 21 st e 2 A o] FRFO] 6038%0] Tt A Al A
T2 Aol gl JEl(Absence of Negative)=Z, 1002 A F o] HEFS 31.21%,
Cronbach's ai= 0943 t) 7 HA| A2 34 “JEl(Presence of Positive) =, 11:-F 0.2 -3

T o] WML 29.17%, Cronbach's a+= 0.92%1 T}

r_{

71E3A LR, 71537 U EE Armsden & Greenberg(1987)7}F 7Hhgh LR off 2k
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& Stein, 2007).
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Evacuees created by the Great East Japan Earthquake are Internally Displaced People
(IDP) that were displaced by the disaster and the large-scale accident caused by the disaster.
As of January 29, 2016, nearly five years since the Great East Japan Earthquake, the
number of evacuees is 178,000 [Reconstruction Agency webpage].

Among the evacuees of the Great East Japan Earthquake, this paper focuses on the
mother-child evacuees that evacuated to Tokyo Metropolis in fear of the radiation damage
caused by the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster. Though the government has issued
evacuating orders to the areas considered as heavily affected by radiation, many of those
mother-child evacuees are those who are not under the goevenrment direction: they deciede
themselves to take the child to leave. The fathers as family were not able to evacuate
because of their work and their house with the relatives.

These mother-child evacuees from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster fit the definition

of IDP because they were forced to escape or leave their permanent or habitual residences

100



SESSION 2

as a result of deciding the risk of health hazards posed by radiation, which was caused by
natural and human-made disasters, to be grave. Here, we look at the state of such evacuees
after almost three years since the evacuation, based on the records of the four pairs that the

authors and the co-researchers interviewed over the period of January to June 2014.

1. The case of Ms. Nakamura

Ms. Nakamura, who is originally from the central region of Fukushima Prefecture,
tentatively returned at the end of March after leaving the prefecture with one elementary
school child on March 19 and staying at budget hotels, etc. for evacuation. She collected
information after returning to Fukushima using the Internet, which she had not been using
very often before, and was astonished that “the content of the information from the TV and
the Internet was so different”. Also, notices passed around in the neighborhood and the local
news emphasized that it was safe. In the beginning, when she was not sure which
information to trust, she would evacuate over the weekends. She then evacuated to Tokyo
and after hearing about the opening of large-scale shelters in Tokyo evacuated to a shelter.
She continues to live in evacuation ever since. There are a number of areas in which the
evacuees are concentrated in Tokyo. Ms. Nakamura lives in one of those areas and through
her interaction with other evacuees, which also are her neighbors, she formed the following

impression about the difficulties that the people around her currently face.

I can tell that people, myself included, aren’t spending much money on new
clothes. They’re all wearing the same kind of clothes all the time, mostly from last
year. If these were people living in a normal housing complex, their clothes would
change every season, so they must be cutting down on unnecessary expenses for
fear of an uncertain future. If we were certain about the future, we could do

different things with a sense of ease, but that is not the case. I think people have

101



J1E3 olEzo| IMEH Aot BA

a constant nagging fear of not knowing what will happen and they feel they need

to cut down. I think this is reflected in their consumption behavior.

There is also stress specific to mother-child evacuees. Ms. Nakamura explains, saying that

“this probably happens in normal housing complexes as well”.

All the evacuees, myself included, are under a lot of stress from the beginning.
The mothers get extremely unstable, especially in the case of mother-child
evacuees, with just the two of them, the mother and child, or the three or four of
them, the mother and children. This is because these mothers used to be in a stable
community with a large family before. There have been countless times in the past
when things got swept away into a negative direction by something really trivial.
That kind of personal relationship is stressful. In a group of mother-child evacuees,
it’s naturally not the case that elderly people are there to be placating them and try
to organize them as a whole.

Recently, especially since the civil action against TEPCO started in 2013, I feel
there is a growing gap between the people that are suing TEPCO and those that
aren’t. It feels like we are not standing on an equal footing.

You know, there’s bound to be some problems once you get to know others and
start living among them and it’s probably a condensed version of what happens in
some housing complexes but if you were living in a normal housing complex with
your family you could blow off steam through chatting within the family. But with
mother-child evacuees, things don’t go so well because they’re under so much
stress just for that. Grandparents that evacuated with their grandchildren seem stable
and doing well. They seem to be living quietly without getting caught up in

emotional skirmishes, in that sense.
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2. The case of Ms. Maekawa

Ms. Maekawa, who is originally from the central region of Fukushima Prefecture, decided
to evacuate because she found it difficult and stressful to separate meals living with her
parents-in-law. Right after the earthquake, whether you had a victim’s certificate or not
affected the selection of shelters. However, because Ms. Maekawa could not ask her
parents-in-law to have a victim’s certificate issued, she had to evacuate and live in a room
in Tokyo made open to earthquake victims by an individual. She subsequently moved to a
different municipally-owned public housing complex and lives there now. She has been
actively involved with various groups while living in evacuation in Tokyo. She has also
started a group, in search of “companions she can have a frank conversation with”, for
evacuees to come together. Through these experiences, she came to realize four years after
evacuation that she is being asked “what kind (type) of an evacuee she is”, a question about

“the stance as an evacuee” that was not asked before.

Every time I go there, my in-laws ask me when we will come back. Because the
kids that are in the same grade as my daughter are living normally going to school.
It must be fun. So the people that left are the weird people in the normal crowd.
You know, there are a lot of people that even evacuate form Tokyo. But to them
the ones remaining in Tokyo are not normal. But to the ones remaining “it’s a joke
that they are evacuating from Tokyo”. That kind of perception gap is everywhere.

There is the problem of voluntary evacuation regardless of whether it’s an area
under a voluntary evacuation directive or an area that’s not under an evacuation
directive. And there’s also a difference between those that voluntarily evacuated
with their family and the mothers that voluntarily evacuated with their children. For
mother-child evacuees, there’s also a difference between mothers that are married
and those that aren’t. What else? There are also times when your stance on

involvement in political activities like lobbying is questioned. You’re asked why
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you are living in evacuation. For example, you know for example, I don’t do things
like backing someone up in the group and collecting signatures. So some people,
other mothers in evacuation, ask me if I think it’s ok to just do it for fun. They
express themselves by attacking others to maintain that they are right. We’re
starting to only be able to express ourselves like that. I think people are only able
to justify what they are doing by adopting a style of expression in which they
attack to justify themselves. I feel the evacuees themselves are starting to fragment

like that.

Where is the root of such suffering?

I think the root of the serious problem related to the whole is probably that
people are not confident about what they are doing so they need to justify what
they are doing by demeaning others, and to make others admit and to position
themselves that they are right. Money issues come up but the key issue is probably
that. I think. People say the cause of fragmentation is that some people got
compensation and some didn’t and I know that’s part of the reason but when you
think about the different forms of fragmentation I think the root is what I just said.
If you can justify yourself. If you can believe what you’re doing and the fact that
you evacuated is right or not. But nobody’s going to tell you that you’re right, and
even if they did it would be an imposed correctness unless you believe so yourself.
So I think the fact that people have no other way right now but to attack others

to express they are right reflects the psychological state and social situation.

Why should being questioned about one’s correctness be such an issue?

The reason you left (from the place where you lived) is that the place was

contaminated and was not good for the children. That’s why you made the choice
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to leave. But you left from an area designated by the government as not requiring
evacuation so that choice itself really has no basis. I or other mothers that
voluntarily evacuated can’t prove our rightness to anywhere. It’s the same with
your husband. You can’t prove your rightness. So that nags you time and again,
and rears its head on different occasions. So we need to find a rightful cause.
Protecting your children is a rightful cause but that’s a virtuous one and what we
need is a rightness that can act as a basis. | know this may sound extreme but, in
the end, we need lots of news of the high incidence of thyroid cancer in
Fukushima or of the mother of a family that didn’t evacuate that committed suicide
or of the children that got cancer to find our rightness. But nobody thinks that’s
ok. But I think that’s the only way the country will change and the only way we
can keep our rightness.

For example, we’re now living in evacuation in Tokyo and I think to myself,
“Oh, now the kids won’t get thyroid cancer.” but my husband say things like,
“There’s no way they won’t get cancer with all the photochemical smog and
exhaust gas in Tokyo.” And if the kids get cancer despite living in evacuation, he
will say, “I told you so.” It’s obvious he will say, “There really was no need to
evacuate. It was all a waste.” All of us, the mothers and all, really have nothing
to rely upon.

You may think we’re a bit paranoid after hearing this but it’s really nothing
special for us (the evacuees) all to think about this. Besides, I think this is the
actual process that we go through. So the fragmentation between evacuees is
happening as a miniature version of that and people think they need to defeat

others in order to feel that they are right.
As Ms. Mackawa says herself, the explanation that people need to deny others to

somehow hold their ground may sound extreme. However, during my interaction with the

mother-child evacuees as a researcher, I have encountered moments where the evacuees were
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trying to release emotional pressure (temporarily) by denying the stance of fellow evacuees
or sometimes that of the “supporters”, etc. I had experiences, most likely due to my
deficiency in communication skills, where I became acutely aware of the significance which
the difference between evacuees and “non-"evacuees held for the evacuees. Each of these
experiences made me think about the differences and commonalities between the people who
chose to evacuate as mother-child evacuees and continue to do so, and the “non-"evacuees,

myself included.

3. Difficulty and possibility of “support”

We become aware, from Ms. Maekawa’s story, of a stress different in its nature from that
experienced by Ms. Nakamura in her “interactions”. We see a situation in which the
evacuees, who are suffering enough from the very fact that they are living in evacuation, are
caught up in a conflict structure because of groupthink, making it difficult to simply come
together to have a heart-to-heart. The reason behind this, according to Ms. Maekawa, is that
people lack confidence in themselves. Under circumstances where people lack confidence, a
subtle difference or ‘“something trivial” is seen as an immense difference that is
insurmountable and this leads to a situation where people have to deny others because of the
deep gap that lies between them.

A great number of evacuees are unwilling to be “involved in” such things as these
situations are certainly unpleasant. These people keep a distance from any kind of
“organization” as a countermeasure. Those attitudes, however, may lead them to isolation,
refusing any kind of assistance or help.

The case of Ms. Maekawa and Ms. Nakamura exemplify the mother evacuees that are in
search of their own comfortable space even in the face of a variety of stressors. The mother
evacuee feels that the family and the relatives do not respect her choice because they cannot
prove the risks of radiation. She is also torn by the difference among the evacuees

themselves.
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People that interact with the evacuees and are involved in support activities will perhaps
continue their involvement staying consciously aware of the difference within the evacuees
that normally remains dormant yet at times becomes amplified (more so than is necessary)
between the evacuees and non-evacuees. Supporting the mother-child evacuees from
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant Accident requires us to consider the ways to

reconcile the differences for a wider solidarity.
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1. Basic Direction in the Selection of the Theme

- Bernard Wonkil Lee International Forum for Catholic Humanism (BWL Forum) takes a unified approach
in the selection of the forum theme by combining the long- and short- term themes.

- This approach aims to emphasize the merits of both the 1-year and 10-year cycle theme selection approach.

-The 10-year cycle theme selection approach allows us to prepare for the forum every year with a pre-set
theme, thus providing stability in selecting forum themes and inviting speakers accordingly.

-The 1-year cycle theme selection approach enables us to select a theme that is sensitive to pending
social issues and the needs of the given period. Through this selection process, BWL Forum will be able
to reflect upon society’s most prevalent demands.

-The BWL Forum will follow a theme selected under the 10-year cycle theme selection approach, and one
of the lectures will be set aside for "an open topic" to reflect upon the pending issue of the given year.

2. Forum Theme Selection System

-The BWL Forum takes the following approaches in selecting its themes.

-The 10-year cycle theme selection approach consists of a combination of the 9-year cycle (three years +
three years + three years) and the 1-year cycle.

- For the first nine years, the forum will proceed with the selected themes. In the tenth year, the forum will
be devoted to reviewing the previous themes covered in the last nine years and preparing for the next
10-year period.

- The theme of the forum is selected as follows: Select a general theme — Set the direction and guidelines
for the forum / Set the scope of the theme category — Select a theme (key words) — Select a presenta-
tion topic.

1) Selection of a General Theme
- The BWL Forum Research Committee selects a general theme under the 10-year cycle selection system.

-The selected general theme serves as the keyword that leads and guides the forum for the next 10 years.

2) Setting the Direction of the Forum / The Scope of the Theme Category
(1) Setting the Direction of the Forum

-The first nine years will be divided into three segments (three years + three years + three years).
Each segment will be assigned a direction.

-The direction of the forum will be set within the framework of principal topics related to the general
theme (for three years), specific issues (for three years), and efforts for the future (for three years).
For example:
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o If the general theme is "community,” the first three years will be devoted to dealing with the
principal topics related to "community."

oThe next three years will be devoted to the discussions of specific issues prevalent in various
communities.

o The last three years, will be devoted to efforts for the future of the communities.

(2) Setting the Scope of the Theme Category

- In addition to the basic outline sketched above — principal topics (three years), specific issues (three
years), and the future (three years), - three categories will be established related to the general theme.
For example, if the general theme is "community,’ such categories as "family," "social communities,'
or "natural communities" can be selected as possible theme categories.

- The scope of the theme category is set to be three categories so that they match the basic directions

of the forum - principal topics (three years), specific issues (three years), and the future (three years).

(3) How to Connect the Direction of the Forum to the Scope of Theme Category

- The forum will take three different directions during the 3-year span — principal topics (three years),
specificissues (three years), and the future (three years).

- For instance, if the forum takes the direction of "principal topics" for the first 3-year span, and the
scope of the theme category is set to be "family,' "social community," or "natural community,' then
the first-year forum will deal with "family," the second-year forum, "social communities," and the
third- year forum, "natural communities!" If the forum takes the direction of "specific issues" or "the
future" for the proceeding 3-year spans, the same sequence of theme categories — family, social
communities, and natural communities- will be covered.

-These two elements (three forum directions/ three theme categories) become the criteria for the
selection of a theme of every forum.

3) Selection of Topics
- Topics are decided in accordance with the forum direction and the scope of the theme category.

4) Selection of the Presentation Topic
- The forum speakers should be given sufficient information on the general theme, the direction of the
forum, the scope of the theme category and the keywords of the open topic of the given year so that
they have ample time to prepare an appropriate presentation topic.

5) Open Topics
-The members of the 'BWL Forum Organizing Committee, decide on the open topic of the given year
while planning the forum. A variety of methods are used to select the year’s open topic; one of the inter-
national pending issues can be selected by the committee, or a different topic can be chosen through
a vote by the participants (students, professors, and staff members) of the forum.
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he Forum

3.The Themes of the First 10-year span BWL Forum (2011~2020) (Proposal)

@ General Theme : Human Being and Community

@ Theme Categories : Family, Social and Natural Communities

1) The 1st~9th BWL Forum
Direction Theme . Open
Year| croium category Topics Related Keywords Topics
Catholic Humanism and Family/ | Purpose of the forum, humanism,
1 Family(l) From Meeting Someone meeting someone, dialogue,
to Forming of a Community relationship and community
Formation of - ; -
p Social . . being considerate toward others,
2 | Community " Compassion and Justice o A '
(Principles) Communities(l) justice, fairness and truthfulness
Natural e . . .
3 Communities() Life: Beginning of Beings life, creation
) Marriage and love (humanistic unity), One of
4 Family(Il) Procreation marriage, procreation, the pending
ocreatio distrust, and divorce international
participation, sharing, issues
5 cl))fecv(t)erlgrr;nl]ﬁir;t Social Participation and communal good, global raised
(Present) Y | Communities(il) Sharing community, open community, during
ese starvation and polarization the year
Natural climate, water, natural resources, of
6 Communities(l) Existence and Growth exhaustion, pollution, the forum
natural disasters, and changes
7 . Family(lll) Trust and Forgiveness forgiveness, reconglllatlon, rgspect,
Community trust, personality, devotion
8 and Social Freedom and free will, duty, (collective)
Responsibility | Communities(lll) Responsibility responsibility, and obligation
9 (Future) Natural Conservation Conservation, peace,
Communities(lll) and Future responsible community

-The BWL Forum will take place under the general theme of "Human being and Community" and the
directions of the forum will be "Formation of Community," "Development of Community", and "Com-
munity and Responsibility" for the first ten years.

- The direction for the first, second and third forums will be “Formation of Community," which will deal with
the beginning or forming of a community. We will discuss how communities such as family (first year),
social communities (second year), and natural communities (third year) are formed and what is needed
to form a community.

-The direction for the fourth, fifth, and sixth forums will be "Development of Community." We will look
into examples of today’s family, society, and nature, and discuss the pending issues and problems they
face. We will also examine how these communities develop in reality.

-The direction for the seventh, eighth, and ninth forums will be “Community and Responsibility” These three
forums aim to envision the future of family, society, and nature. These forums will make concrete suggestions
concerning the effort required and responsibility we have to create better communities in the future.

- Related keywords can be used to replace given topics. They are added to further explain the general
direction set by each topic.
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(1) The 1st BWL Forum
- The first BWL Forum will consist of two sessions. The tenth forum will also follow the two- session system.

@ The First Session
-Theme : Catholic Humanism
- Speakers : Rev. Paul D. Lee, and Archbishop Paul S. Coakley
-Topic 1:Bernard Lee’s Humanism Spirit (Rev. Paul D. Lee)
-Topic 2 : Catholic Humanism and Catholic Universities (Archbishop Paul S. Coakley)

@ The 2nd Session
-Theme : From meeting someone to forming a community
- Keynote speech on "From Meeting Someone to Forming of a Community, the theme of the 1st forum.

2) The Tenth BWL Forum

-The tenth forum will also consist of two sessions. If organized as a whole-day program, the first session
will be held in the morning and the second session in the afternoon.

-The first session of the tenth forum will be devoted to summarizing the previous nine forum themes
that were covered under the first 10-year cycle forum system. The second session will be devoted to
giving a general overview of the themes covered in the second 10-year cycle forum system.

(1) The First Session

- General theme: The Global Community

- Related Keywords: Reconciliation and Peace

-The general theme of the 10th BWL Forum will be "Global Community:" As implied in the theme,
the 10th forum aims to provide us with an integrative view of all the themes - "family," "society" and
"nature” - discussed in the previous 9 years.

- "Reconciliation and Peace" is one possible keyword for the forum. Reconciliation is a practical path to
peace. Only through genuine efforts of reconciliation amongst people of different social statuses,
different beliefs, different values, different ideals, different religions, and different ideologies, between
humankind and nature, and amongst nations can we achieve real peace in this world.

- Furthermore, "reconciliation” is related to the themes of the previous forums. In order to achieve
genuine reconciliation, we must first "meet" and "participate in" dialogues. We must approach others
with "thoughtfulness," "respect,’ and "trust." We must make efforts to "forgive" one another. We also have
to make efforts to create a better "future” together in a free, but responsible, atmosphere by preserving
what we are and sharing what we have.

(2) The Second Session

-The second session will serve as a prelude to the second 10-year cycle BWL Forum.

-The session will also be devoted to articulating the themes of the upcoming second 10-year cycle BWL
Forum.

-The topics will be chosen when the schedule for the second 10-year cycle forum is decided upon.
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